
WASTE DISPOSAL FLOW CHART
(BASED ON HTM 07-01)

Is the item sharp? 
(Could it penetrate skin?)

Does waste contain cytotoxic 
or cytostatic drugs?

Is the waste offensive?
(See list)

Is waste potentially 
infectious?

Dispose of in 
BLACK BAG

NO

NO

NO

NO

Use Sharps 
Flow-chart instead

Dispose of in 
PURPLE BAG

Dispose of in 
TIGER STRIPED BAG

Does waste contain 
anatomical waste or 

organism on ‘Class A’ list?

Dispose of in 
ORANGE BAG

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

Dispose of in 
YELLOW BAG

YES

OFFENSIVE WASTE
• Incontinence and other 
   human hygiene waste 
• Sanitary waste
• Nappies
• Medical items and 
   equipment which do not 
   pose a risk of infection inc. 
   PPE, plaster casts etc

CLASS A ORGANISMS
• Viral haemorrhagic fever 
  viruses
• Range of tropical fever 
  viruses 
• All Class A organisms are 
  only likely to be found in 
  secure isolation facilities 


